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Michigan Supreme Court
State Court Administrative Office
P, Box 30048

Lansing, Michigan 48649

S 5 e i S O S e A A
SIS RS TE 2 0 6 D o DI N A I P LY
James P Hughes, Regional Administator
Personal and Coafidential
Jubv 13,2002
Honorable Beverley Ranes Nettles-Nickerson PO Box 19123
30th Circun Court Lansing, ML 43901

Veterans Memonai Courthouse
313 W Kalamazoo St

PO Box 40771

Lansing, MI 48501

Dear Judge Nertles-Nickerson:

[ write to conflrm our discussions held by relephone and in person this week,

s il

TGS

1) You have changed vour personal mailing address 10 P.O. Box 18125, Lansing
] o h ¥ =
Michigan. 48901,

2) SCAOQ does not have a procedure for assignment of a judge from another county o a
judge’s divorce case unless and unul a request for assignment is received from the arfected court.

M W
This could occur following the disqualification of the judges of the cour.
3} Residence requirements m divorce proceedings are governed by MCL $52.9, which
staies in part: “the complainant or defendant has resided in the county in which the compiaint is
filed for 10 days rmmediately proceeding the fling of the complammt.”

4} A judge is required to reside in the county in which she/he serves. Therefore, if a judge
established residency i another county to satisfy the residency requirement for the filing of a
divorce, the office wouid be vacated, pursuant to Article VI, section 20 of the Michigan

iy

Constitution.

Sincerely,
e i /
: T
\‘“;—*—/'/L/j;\/, /
AR

s
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N Calder Plaza Building
ILLE R 2530 Monroe Avenue NW
um Suite BOO

P.0. Box 306

J OHN SO N Grand Rapids, MI 49501-03C6

T MERITAS LAW FIAMS WORLOWIDE
Attorneys and Counselors

May 30, 2007

Stephani A. Judd

Law Office of Phiip J. Thomas
15450 E. Jefferson Avenue, Suite 160
Crosse Pointe, Park, M[ 48230

Re:  Beverley R. Nickerson v. Daniel E. Nickerson, Jr.
Case No:-05=08135DM- - -

Pear Ms. Judd:

4 ~ - ~
. AT [ ;
Ru. L igd - IS

MICHAEL B. Quinn
Attorney at Law

616.831.1755
616.988.1755 fax
quinpm@millerichnson.com

[ have been a member of the State Bar of Michigan in good standing since 1977.
I represented Beverley Nettles-Nickerson i her divorce., Although [ was not representing her at
the time the complaint was filed, I took over the case shortly thereafter. Her former husband,

Daniel Nickerson, represented hirnself,

Former judge James B. Howard acted as a mediator in the case to facilitate a
mutually agreeable settlement. I recall at least one joint session as well as multiple separate
caucuses. During one of the mediation sessions, which occurred on April 18, 2006, I wanted to
confirm Nr. Nickerson’s residency at the time the complaint was filed. I questioned Mr.
Nickerson regarding that issue, and he assured me that at the time the complaint was filed he was
living at his mother’s residence in Grand Rapids. Based upon his assurance, | was satisfied that
venue was proper and any judgment filed would not be overtumed based upon such.

If you have any further questions or concerns, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

MILLER JOHNSON

//jﬂég_

By
Michae! B, Quinn

MRBQ:lo

GR_DOCS 1189835v]
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ETLTE OF MICHIGAN : | TASRE NG
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] SUDICIAL CIRCUIT UMMONS AND COMPLAINT 05 - faoas W
H L L
COUNTY PROBATE
Zourt aderass court teiennonae Ne.
o - S SA o e oy e
cunty Courthouse 130 Otizwa Ave MW Grand Rapids 49503 6186525480

Planufl narmets), addressies), ang wenhone aeis), | Derendant name(s}, address(es;, and @iechone nols.
@t . N

gmgg p——— T e P i) i - . i e . o
2EVERLY R, NICKZESIN Y PODANTEL E. NICKZRECN, Jr.
3842 Corndice Falls Trive : 4320 Falamazoo Avenue 3.5,

. 1 - P
Apartment #6 | J”—W“ :ia,mus MI 42308
- .- A : P -~
d4olt MI 43842 | B1HYI87T-2504
[y - |
517 ) 73 :

29

H P, o
5~Iammf 3&;{{‘\@\;’ SAF NG, adayess, and ielapnone ne. i

[SUMMONS | NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT. inthe name of the peopie of the State of Michigan you ars notified

1. You ars being sued.
2. YCUHAVE 21 DAYS aiter receiving this summans to file an answer with the court and serve a copy on the other sarty ortc take

sther lawful action {28 Gavs I you were served Dy mail or you were served cuiside this state!
If vou do not answer 2riake ofner action within the time silowed, judgment may be entersd againstvou forthe reiief demanded

-
3
3
inthe complaimt
Meswed L m:l This summens axpires | Court clerk A o
] e . L : 4 ?n 5 ﬁq& p:
iUy 4t 4l

This sumimens :5 invalid uniess served on of elors 48 axpzraricn date.

{COMPLAINT | instructon: Thefollowing isinformaticn thatis required to bein the caption of every complaint and js to be campleted
by the plandtf. Actual aflegations and the claim for reffef must be stated on additfonal complaint pages and aftached to this form.

Family Division Cases
A Therais nc cther pending or resoived action within the jurisdiction ofthefamily division af circuit court invelving the famify or famity

mempers ai the sarties.
[ An 2ction within the jurisdiction of the family division of the circuil cour invoiving the family or family members ofihe parties

nas been previousty filed’ n Court.
- I ; » -
The aclion L. ramains $ 0 longer pending. The docket numper and the judge assigned (o the action ars:
iDocket Ao, | vudge Bar no.

I :
i z

General Civil Cases
[~ Therais no other pending or resoived civil action arising out of the same transaction or ocourrence as afleged inthe complainy/

(] A civil action between these parties or other parties arising aut of the transaction or occurrence afleged i the complaint has

been previousty filed in Court,
The action [ remains iz no tonger pending. The docket number and the judoe assigned {c the action are:
; sutge 8ar ne,

iDocxel no. i

VENUE |

! Plaintifi(s) residence (include city, wwnship, or village) | Cefendant(s) residence finclude city, township, or village)
! :

1 . R - ; ;

5 Ingham County, Michigan ' Kent County, Michigan

{ Place where aclion arose of Dusiness conducted R

| - N M o i / //\:

‘ Ingnam County, Michigan s ~ i

..~ a;:e“'“ the complaint infermation above and attached is ¢ r&ﬁfm/ﬂpes fm’ moma Jo’n xnowledge, and beief

/
o
:’//«/“/ =9 s /f&,///:‘- /.

{
[ ignarure af :momewm:m:zm

Date
if you raguirs special sccommodations o use the sourt pecause of disabilities sontact the scourt imrediately ‘o make arrangements.

Meat (wssy SUMMONS A OMPLAINT  MCE 20020B)(11) MOCR 2,104, MCR 2108, MOR 2107, MCR 2112002, By, MCR 33084



TOPROCESE SERVER: v
; d e vour return wit

©] OFFICER CERTIFICATE R . AFFIDAVIT OF PROCESS SERVER
hat ! amz»heﬂ‘ deputy sheriff, balllff, appointad Zeng firstduly swarn, ! state that! am a iegally zompetant
car, or attorney foraparny (MCR 21044 A.i_j and adultwhos nota party oran officer of a corporatapary, and
that: inatary not required) ~thar notary raumred}
T servad parsonally a copy of the summons and compiaint,
L. I served by ragisterad or certified mall {copy of return raceipt attachad) a copy of the summao
icgather wiih

$ and ’.‘CF’IDJB‘.u,

all documents served with the Summans and Commiaint

on the gefendant(s):
| Defendant’s namea ! Compete addressies) of service | Cay, date, lime
i l H
l | - 4”.: - 5
T After diligent searsh and inquiry, | have been unabie to find and serve the following defendant(s): = -
;N - “s:;
i nave mads the foilowing sfiors in attempting to serve the defendant(s! o
i have personally attempted o serve the summans and complaint, fogether with
Attachment
on
Name
at and have been unableto compiete service because
Adaress
the address was incorrect at the time of filing,
[Serica fae | Milas raveied 1 Mileage fee | Totai fee | Signature
E _i s 3
' Titke
Subscribed and sworn o before me on . County, Michigan,
Tate
My COMITHSSION 2xpiras: Signature;
Sate

Daputy sourt ciark/Notary public
| ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SERVICE |

CED \,Wiedoothat nave recejved sefvice of the summons and complaint, together with
(’,.,..wfiu.-é DwDEa, ol

.
§ VA e . A gt . =
SRS LAy el ol Flamas ok .
CoMmaimouBe, AT500u s 2o Fa T T A v bk a@BHacnments G a0 O '/l\-\a\w'h‘—/u"“s'—“’ Sarity 87 )
,f A
4] - ES A P P TEMNC .
- ;7 an E:"J—,_z WESDa Sl ilsuer 1D dgayT © 1300 gt
4 ,"Q / Day, cate, dme
A / £ 4.
Y A / e - e =
T I —t L an pehall of i b
3ignature prd
A
,’/
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(OBATT JDC CODE. POM
STATE DF MICHICAN : CASE NO.
JUDICIAL DISTRICT ¢
- ; PHOCF COF MAILING -
T7th JupiciaL ciRcuiT | ' CE-081 35D
COUNTY PROBATE
Court agdress Court telephons na.
Courtnouse 1380 Ottawa Avenus NLW., Suiza 2400 Grand Rapids M7 078)c032-34820
Plaintslis) — | Delendaniis}
BEVERLEY R NICHERSON i CANIEL I ONICKERSCN, Jr.
3487 Beech Trze lane ;

v J_::C Falamazoo Avenue SE

-’\A—-('vw"-" 21
| AparTment 3717
|

Ckemos  MI

] ; Crand Rapids ML 48508
= Juvenile  in ihe mater of
T Probate I the matter of

Fsent by first class mail 3 copy of VERIITUED S

100 Names ang adgdresses

SEVERLEY R NICKERSON

DANTEL E. NICTKERSCN, Jr.
3687 Zesch Tras Lans 4320 Kalamazoo Avenus S5.Z. =2
Okemos MI 43864 Apartment 317 —_ . &
E S —m C
Grand Rapids MT 43586 B
o= e
=
Y o T
=
PR s B
SR A
e T TS -
b
o
taments above are true te the best of my ipformation, knowledge, and belief.
N -~ \\ ‘Y e’
= e Fmif A'_._//g A b 3 el
SJgpature R
“Jernifeh T, Hume, Assistant
Name (yps or pring CHARLES R. DANNTSCN, Esq.  (P42381)

MC 302 ss PROCF OF MAILING
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AFFIDAVIT OF TRINIDAD MORALES

Trmidad Morales, bemng first dulv sworzn, depcses and states as follews:

I, Iam the former Depury Court Clerk for Judge Severiev Nettles-Nickerson,

Z. Ido notbhave apy written court note or records for e dats of Cerober 31,
2008,

3. A record of Tudge Nemles-Nicksrson's schedule is avallable through the
CourtView system used for 30% Judicial Circuit Court

4

CourtView Schedule Report for the date of October 31, 2008 [Azachmment A
states “No records found”

[V
)

aurtView Judge’s Calesdar Display tor the date of Cewcber 31, 200
[Armnchrent 37 states “No Records und for Search Crirera”

th

4. Agcording to the stated information, judge Nettles-Nickerson did not have
arv Qearings scheduied for the dats of Coeber 31, 20028

Further arfant saveth nat.

i T el Vor 20 I 2

Trinidad Morales Datz ’

Subscribed and swom o herors me
Lo ety - . .
this 3% day of Apri, 2007 castrar M, Sotnr

stare Sonile, grern Cowy,
o - - Corrm, Zaites dear 25 SRd
T : s [+ N .
RN AR i AL St e Cauey o TAg s G
Motary Public, Trakgay  County, Michigan ‘,

My Commission Edpires: 85/ 33N %
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‘Hon Beverley Nettles-Nickerson - Re: Exchanging positions A

From: Hon. Beverley Netlles-Nickarson _ Can on
To: Easterday, David Novemver 20, 2006
Subject: Re: £xchanging positions JA

Hi David, Angie and | again have discussed the potential for an exchange job possibility. Although she
would like to remain wilh the county she is interested in a different carser path within the county and
decided she is nof interested in working in our clerks office. | respect her decision. Angie will be an asset

and a welcome addition to any staff or erganization,

We are disappointed that information could not be obtained regarding job exchanging before having to
make a final decision. However, due to the imposition of the county six week hiring-freeze and the Tact
that Angela has been axploring other job opportunities when she accepts a position she is only obligated
to give two-week notice. That is fair to her new employer and | do understand. This would, however,
result in an exireme hardship to the litigants, clients and other staff. Not the faull of any party, budget

restraints are unfortunately a part of life.

Angie and | agree that its acceptable to want a career change we cannot decide what is a reasonabie
amount of time to explore job possibilities without a tremendous burden to this court, Thus, | wilt amend
my acceptance of her resignation, dated 11-17-06 to a termination effective 12-1-06 only to allow
immediate posting and the six-weei hiring freeze to commence. | would fike the opportunity to allow
Angela to amended the termination to a voluntary dismissal.  Thank you

>»> David Easterday 112072006 1:50 PM >>>
| have not received a copy of Angela's letter of resignation or your letter indicating termination. Untit one

ar the other of those is received no further action can be taken.

>>> Hon. Beverley Netlies-Nickerson 11/20/2006 131 PM >>>

Hello David: | emaif you on Friday, Nov 17th regarding Angela being able to maintain county employment
without disruption of benefits. Angela and | were interested on how this should take place on or before
December 1, 2006. | would appreciated every effort to accommodate Angela and support her desire to
maintain county employment in a different position. The exact same job exchange that occurred less than
a month ago with Judge Manderfield's JA and Judge Draganchuk’s clerk. Angie has made application

with the prosecutor's office.

Tharnking you in advance.

cc: Morgan, Angela

Page 1
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AFFIDAVIT OF ETHAN VINSON

STATE OF MICHIGAN)
1SS
COUNTY OF WAYNE )
ETHAN VINSON, being duly swom, deposes and states the following:
1. My name is Ethan Vinson and I am licensed to practice law in the State of Michigan.
2. That on March 5, 2007, T was retained by the Michigan Municipal Risk Management

Authority to represent Beverly Nettles-Nickerson in the lawswit of Angels Morgan v County of

ingham, Bevertv Nertles Nickerson, and Ingham Counrv Circuit Court.

3. That | was retained to represent Ms. Nettles-Nickerson because the attorney for the
County and Ingham County Circuit Court felt it was conflict of interest for him to represem ner as
well and the County and the Circuit Courr.

4, That prior to entering my Appearance, ] had conv:.crsaricns with the attorney for the
County and was advised that settlement discussions were being conducted. In fact. ] was advised
that 1t would be considered an act of hostility if an Answer were filed.

5. That or March 14%, 1 entered an Appearance in the sbove-rcferenced matter.

6. That on March 157, 1 met with Judge Nettles-Nickerson to obtain background
information in which to prepare an Answer io the Complaint. During the course of our meeting 1
told Judge Nettles-Nickerson that T had been advised that the Cpunry was engagzd in settlement
talks but did not know the status of said alks since ] was not a part of them.

7. That on March 15,2007, 1 contacted the attorney for the County and the Circuit Court

and was advised that the case had in fact been setided.

g That T had no input in the settlement discussions nor was I consulted or behalf of my

client.




9. That T have not received a copy of the Settlement Agreement or Order of Dismissal

even though [ have entered an Appearance in the matter.

Further, Affiant sayeth not.

&ﬁ@u\r\ MAARAC

ETHAN VINSON

Subscribed and swom to hefore me
this [Cﬂ' day of % 2007

// T

ZXENDA R. JEFFERSON

NOTARY PUBLIC, Wayne (;oum/y,_}vﬂ
My Commission Expires:_ 5/21/07

Hi\moegan v Ingham-aff BV wpd
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| SECTION 3 ¢ Staft Rasponsibiinies TITLE OF POLICY: Cour Repnrears/ S acorders :
T H
i oy Mo s !
i‘ NUMBER: 030201
, ,
oy L TTTTR ST T ™ o U 1 ;
' DATE APPROVED: October [ 2000 EFFECTIVE DATE: Cetober | ;
L ;
T = e ~ o fa N : n i } e - Py 2
PURPOSE: The gpurpose of this Doucy 18 10 =stablsd the work mules for Cour
™ o i ea eyt (s
Reperters/Recorders (o the 30th Cirouit Court
1 ”—'."\ [ Q‘ farna e 'gr- bl ngv-«{ ;n*v-ﬁﬂ 'tJ @TTITY nac "'1-:';1‘; Ay b T oy ™ odrrrm o
! Loun Criers/xegcorders are agdrmunistrat u‘-.,.,l VeRS DI LNe Court. hsvars assignad o
T e . -
judges in .ne General Trial and Famuly Divisions of .:‘ze Cour

1

Court Reportars/Rece
established by the judge ‘o whom they are assigned

a.m. ¢ 3:80 p.m. schedu /Hacor
0l —n N - ¥ +
40 hours per wesk. In accordance with the ¢ cliecing

~

Dar,
QIIDLensalory me [or nours that sxcesd 20 hours In 31’;"

4
Z3
.‘L"
1
o1

=

ven wesl

orders ars exaectad to werk 40 hours per week, Those iac—urs ars

eC and may vary fom the tracdiuonal 8:0

lIEJI";Q iZreement, -.‘8‘ 2anogErn

ie. L/uL“_R.‘DOT’ ers/Racorders may be 2 pected 1o work maore than

Q?""\"x?"r*"'l

it X200 i

e}

record of all proceedings identified in MCR 3.108(3)(1).

Court Reporiers/Racorders ars rasponsible for arending court sessions and laking averbatm

fn:m"«"\enf

A

'“'l-L i

il court reoorters and recorders on stafF in the 30th Judicial Cirouit Court shall se cernif

A mr-*

by the Michugan Cour Reportng and Recording Board of Review zs =ither Cerife
= fo]

b R i

Stenograpnic Reporters (CSR) or Certified Flectronic Raco
cerufication are the responsibility of the ndividual court reporter or recorder,

to substitute for  other

in

Court ReportersRecorders may be  required
judge o whom they are assigned.

Cou+ Reporters/Recorders shall prepare a monthly pending transcript repo
to the court adminstrator.

orderzd, date reporter's sert ificate was fled, due d
estimated completion date, and show cause date {if applicabte).

o

~1

Court Reporters/Recorders may prepare &
not required o be in court.

Recorders {CER). Renewa! fess for

—
N
LOUrt

Reporters/Recorders at the direction of the Court Administr ator, in consultation with the

rt for JL“H‘JSSIOP

Thus report shall inciude the case caption, case number, da
date, estimated length of H:mswzpz,

e transcripts during court business hours if they are
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’ d / S . I A ¢ ,f‘f/‘—’ \
; / & ) - e - ) ;
‘*—'/f ot A / L 44 /(:,_// [ /M\‘/ v f'/,'
=

. <
eter D Houk, Chuef Judge L



ATTACHMENT 10



Ingham County Circuit Court
30th Judicial Circuit

P.COBOX 40771
33 W KALAMAZOO STREET
LPANGING, MICHIGAN 485(1-7971
TELEPHONE: (517} 483-6500
FAX:(517) 4836501

RHONDA K. SWAYTE
Deputy Court Administrator /
Generai Trial Division

WILLIAM E. COLLETTE
Chief Circutt Judge

DAVID L. EASTERDAY
Circuit Court Adrninistrator DONALD L. REISIG
Depuzy Court Adminigtrator /

Family Division / Friend of the Court

MEMORANDUM

Te: Judge Beveriey Nettles-Nickerson
From: Judge William £. Colletfs

Date: Decsmber 1, 2005

Re: Judicial Staff

it has come to my attention that due to the manner you are conducting proceedings,
your staff is not being given breaks and lunch hours. | attach & copy of an e-mail sent
to you by Mr. Easterday in October on this issue. It is my understanding that you told
Mr. Easterday that your staff was given breaks and a lunch hour. This does not appear

to be the case.

All Judicial staff are covered by one of two Union Contracts for benefit purposes, Law
Clerks and Court Reporters are covered by the “Ingham County Employees’
Association” (ICEA) Contract. Judicial Assistants are coverad by the “Managerial And
Confidential Employee Personnel Manual" Agreement.

Articie 10, Hours Of Work, in the ICEA Contract says in part

Section 3. Work Breaks, Each employee shalil be allowed to have two (2) work
breaks during the work day. No more than one (1) work break may be taken
before lunch. No more than one {1} work break may be taken after lunch on any
one day. The cduration of said break shail not exceed fifteen (15) minutes in
length. A supervisor may reguire empioyees to take their breaks at specific
times. Each empioyee shall be allowed a one (1) hour funch break between the
hours of 11:3C a.m. and 1:30 p.m., unless another arrangement is agreed upon
by the employee and the department head or the immediate supervisor if the




—

Fage Z

(]

December 1, 200

departmenl head is not available. Work breaks do not accumuiate if not taken.”

The work break requirement must be followed for both Mr. Kim and Ms. Hamlin on &
daily basis.

A copy of page 23 of the ICEA Contract is attached as well as Mr. Easterday's previous
g-mail.

cc.  David Easterday, Circuit Court Administrator
Harold Hailey, Human Resources Director



ARTICLE 10 -1

ARTICLE 10

HOURS OF WORK

Section 1. Work Schedule. Those employees whe work on shifts shall be subject to 2 work
schedule. A schedule will be posted once every twenty-eight (28) days indicating the normal workday of
every member of the department. Said schedule shal] be posted at least five (5) days prior 1o its effective
date.

Section 2. Jury Dutv. The EMPLOYER shall pay an emplovee calied for Jury duty his/her regular
straight time rate he/she would sarn if working, less an amount equal to the payment received for jury
service. An employee excused with two (2) or more hours remaining in their work schedule must refurn
to work for the balance of the day to receive compensation from the EMPLOYER. Tn order o receive
payment, an employee must give the EMPLOYER at least two (2) days' prior notice that he/she has been
summoned for jury duty, shall furnish satisfactory evidence that he/she reported for or performed jury duty
on the day(s) for which he/she claims such payment, and must furnish = copy of the payments received
from such jury duty.

Section 3. Work Breaks. Each employee shall be allowed to have two (2) work breaks during
the work day. No more than one (1) work break may be taken before lunch. No more than one (1) work
break may be taken after lunch on any one day. The duration of said break shall not exceed fifteen (15)
minutes in length. A supervisor may require employees to take their breaks at specific times. Each
employee shall be allowed 2 one (1) hour lunch break between the hours of 11:30 am. and 1:30 P.mL,
unless another arrangement is agreed upon by the employee and the department head or the immediate
supervisor if the department head is not available. Work breaks do not accurnulate if not takern.

Section 4. Special Exemptions. On each and every nationwide or statewide election day,
exciuding primaries and school elections, all employees over eighteen (18) vears of age, shall be allowed
one (1) hour off from their normal duties for the purpose of casting their vote in said election. The decision
as to which hour an employee shall be entitled to take off for the abave-stated exemption shall be made
by the department head or the immediate supervisor if the depariment head is not available, Necessary

travel time may be included in the approved time off for voting if the employee is prevented by his/her
supervisor from voting either at the start or end of the shift on that particular day.

Section 5. Court Time. When an off duty employee is required to spend two (2) hours or less in
court, he/she shall receive the court paid witness fee; when an off duty empioyee is required to spend more
than two (2) and up to four (4) hours in court, he/she shall receive the difference befween the witness fee
and Fifteen Dollars (§15.00). When an off duty employee is required to spend more than four (4) hours
in court, he/she shall receive the difference between the witness fee and Twenty-Seven and 50/100 Dollars
($27.50). Such time spent in court shall include time excused for lunch if the employee 1s required to
return to court. Mileage that may be paid by the court will be considered separate payment and will not be




e
.
[Fren
e
[

David Easterday - Jean Ann Hamlin

From: David Easterday

To: Nettles-Nickersor, Hon, Beverley
Drate: 10/26/2005 4:45 PM

Subject: Jearn Ann Hamiin

Confirming our conversation regarding my follow-up with Harold Haliey and Jean Ann's polential medical issues:
he has emphasized the importance of her having her two breaiks sach day aloeng with the lunch break as allowad!
by union contract. Haroid feels that if she develops health issues atleast we will have done what is required as

the employer,

If you have any questions please let me know.

1%20Setiings\ce_easterday\Local%20Settingsi Temp\OW 000G, 12/1/2005

o
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Ingham County Circuit Court
30th Judicial Circuit

PO BOX 40771
313 W, KALAMAZOO STREET
LANSING, MICHICAN 48901-7971
TELEPHONE: {317} 483-6300
FAX (517)483-6201

Depury Court Adminisirator /
General Trial Division

WiILLIAM E. COLLETTE

Chief Circuit Judge

DAVID L. EASTERDAY
Circuit Court Administrator DONALD L. REISIG
Depury Court Admunistrater /

Family Division . Friend of the Cour

MEMORANDUM

Date: December 12, 2005
To: Judge Beverley Nettles-Nickerson

\ O
From: Judge William E. Collette '~ >
Re: Staff Issues

We have received a request from Ms. Hamiin to be transferred to a different courtroom.
This is due in part to her concerns about the manner in which she has been treated by

you,

Rased on the tone of the e-mail you sent last week, apparently you concur in her
request for a reassignment.

| would like you to be awars that the transfer of a Court Reporter to a different
couriroom is problematic. Frankly, | believe that there will be a difficult time finding
anyone else on staff that will work in your courtrocm.

Please put your request for the assignment of a different Court Reporter in writing and
send it to Mr. Easterday.

In addition, please provide a written statement that you intend to abide by the various
work rules and regulations of this Court under our Union agreements and just plain
common sense. ‘

There is no point in trying to reassign Reporters if the current situation continues.
Please provide the above requested memo to Mr. Easterday this week.

cc: D, Easterday
J. Hughes, SCAQO
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~on. Beveriey Nettles-Nickarson -

From: David Easterday

Ta: Baird, Honorable Laura; Collette, Hon, William, Draganchuk, Hen, Joyee: Guddings,
Hon, James: Lawiess, Hon Janeile, Manderfield, Hen. Paula J. M. . Netties-Nickerson, Hon. Beverley
Date: 12112/2008 1:40:28 BPM

Subject: Court Reporter

We are geing to be sxpioring the possibility of having Jean Ann Hamiin trade zositions with another

urrent Court Reportar, | will be sending an e-mail out tomorrow 1o all Court Reperters asking them if
thay would be interested in trading pesitions with Jean Ann. Prior tc doing that | wanted fc let 2ach of you
know what is hagpening.
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{ Dodie Dungey - Transter Reguest Page 1]

From: Bawvi rda

Ta: Abraham, Teresa ~Brandell, Paul; Dexter, Melinda; Cungey, Dodie; Larsen, Jody:
Westfall, Ahne

Date: 12/13/2005 8.37.25 AM

Subject: Transfer Request

Jean Ann Hamiln has requesied, with Judge Nettles-Nickerson's support, that she be transferred to
another Judge. The only way that Is possible is i ary of you are willing to trade your position with her,

If you are interested in making a cthange in the Judge you work far please let me know. If intarested your
response is requested by 5:00 c.m. on Monday, December 18th.

Thank you.

Ce: Baird, Honorable Laura; Collette, Hon, Willlam; Draganchuk, Hon. Joyce, Glddings,
HMon. James: Mamiln, Jean Ann; Lawless, Hon. Janelle; Manderfieid, Hon. Paula J. M. ;
Nettles-Nickarson, Hon, Beveriey
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From: "iames Hugnes' <ughesJ@courts migov>

Ta: <onﬂitﬁeﬁ—“rcxer:cn@mgr"a.'[g‘. g

Date: 1271512008 S.32:00 PV~

Supject: Coufl Reponer Assignments

Judge Nettles-Nickarson,

At vour request, | called Chisf Judge Collette regarding the assignment of a court raponer
courtracm and Ms. Hamiin o Judge Lawiess

He has decided © assien Ms. DUngy 10 vour
affective next Monday

This has heaen done followi “g a reques! for a transfer by Ms. Hamiin.
Other options wers considersd. Th

court,
e nas the authority o make s decisicn regarding court reporiars.

ly recommendation is that vou take steps [0 2nsurE 3 smoocth ransdion,
JFH

= -

Jim Hughes

=agion | Admunistrator

sichican Supreme CouryState Court Administrative Cfiice
PO Box 30048

Lansing, Michigan 43808

Hucnas}@couns.m@.gov

ag
us.'u;J duv

This message has been praparsd on
somputer squinment and rescurcas
:}wned by the Michigan Suprame Court,

tis subjest to the terms and zonditions
of the Court's Computer Accepiadie Use
Foiicy.

his aption was chosen by Judge Colletle in the overaif int

{0 your court,
COUMToOm,

e {RES
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Ingham County Circuit Court
30th Judicial Circuit

P.Q. BOX 4077]

313 W KALAMAZOO STREET
LANSING, MICHIGAN 489017971
TELEPHONE: {(§17) 483-6300
FAX: (517) 483-6501

RHONDA K. SWAYZE
Deputy Court Administrator /
General Trial Division

WILLIAM B COLLETTE
Chief Circuit Judge

DAVID L. EASTERDAY

Circhit Court Administrator DUNALD L. REISIG

Depurty Court Administrator /
Family Division / Friend of the Court

MEMORANDUM

Date: December 15, 2005

To: Ldége Nettles-Nickerson
Judge Janelle A, Lawless
Dodie Dungey
Jean Ann Hamlin

From: Chief Judge William E. Coliefte

Re: Assignment of Court Reporters

Effective Monday, December 19, 2005, Ms. Dodie Dungey will be assigned to Judge
Beverley Nettles-Nickerson's Courtroom for Count Reporting purposes. Ms. Jean Ann
Hamlin will be assighed on the same date to the Courtroom of Judge Janelie A.

|.awless.

Each of the affected employees shall arrange to have their equipment and personal
effects moved no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 16, 2005.

v, Y CottT—

ce: D. Easterday
H. Hailey
I. Draganchuk
I. Collette
James Hughes, SCAQ
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DORCTHY M. DUNGeY
CF-L .W»L CuL’R RESCETER
0™ JUDICIAL CIRCUTT TESANST MEMCRIAL CTURTHCUSEZ
31L3W, <alcm.,.vc Street, 39 Fcer
a_;r-s.m Michigan 43%2C

\...,., ; “‘8 q"'“.‘t‘h-

Shific J, Thomas, 5T
g - - -~

BTy, E. Jerfersen Ave,, Sta, 120
ZrTssa Aointg Park, Michican, 43220

Cear Mr, Trnomas:

Pursuant o oyour recusst and insouctiors ©will attarnet T micr my statements
acoorcingiy.

I Frst stareed my s@ncorsonic carser in January, 1973 as an Cfficial Recerzr in

Z0th Crouit. | am the A= ard o my knowledge, oniy Amican-amenrcsn Cfficiz
Recormar o aver werk in Tus Court. My Trst assigred jucge wes the =en. James
ailmean. [ wcrked wmith Jucce ’<ai!r~*-an anc Retert Heimes 2ed unl Cocger 157,
when [ co@ined ampicyment as the Cigial Court Reccrter for the Hen. Seniamin

Gitsen, ‘Westam Disoies, Sich Creuit, Grand Repids. In 1983, 1 resigned due o Tamily
ilness and enceged n ecargl Fealancs werk.

e 3

Cfical Regerer fcr Jucge James Gicaimgs., In May of 18, [ was ampicyec as the
Cffical Rercerter for the 20t Creuit, assicned w© Jucge Giadings.

In 1980, wiile angacad n freeiancz work, [ 'ves 3skeC © Teccme the =mocrary

[ prefaca my comments with my reccring C3cground axperiencs teczuse I feegl it will
give mgre credenca T my comments with referanca ¢ Judge \hc.<.=-.:=‘::r" 3 gerformanca
35S a Creuit jucge, I can fcresty state dhat durrg my 30 ums yenrc nave nac the
crivilege and tlessing of werking with scme of e mest capatie, afectve and leamed
legai minds in the United States,

1 nave weried with iudges In ail areas of the faw. I have worked with judges gresicing
gver Tal courts, acminisoative neanngs, as well as tench-enly cours and the grand
iury for the Weseern District, Sixeny Clircuit.

Judge Nickersan came f¢ the tench with a large casalcad. As of this tUme she maintains
the lowest veiume cof cpen casas in the crcuit.



When Jucge Mickersen is on the tench, she is well-gregared for the Cay's croceedings

If she says sie has rezd all the written material sutmittad oy the sardes, hs.ﬁar'"less of
$e numcer, sh e nas rasd their sutmissions. She does nct nesd, ner reguire counsal ©

resd wnaEt hey nave submitted in Nrt:rc. She s orecarad U rule at the dosa of
arguments, {ne cnly :“(ce':t'cn is If the pardes ;r,ng SCMEething net zravicusly
submittag © e hesring

AS 3 SIENCQrachic CoUrt recerter, [ sincarely 3pLreciate nNot Naving  reccrt 2 legal
arcument whers the aticmey attemets i carspnrsse WhHat Nas tegn sutmittec in
writing. It is one of the most difficuit vercr'*‘rfc FSTiCnIMENts Seciuse chientmes he
carzchrasing diminishes e written document and ts Sifficutt to cesn tur.

Althcugn [ have <nown Judge Nideersen Tor mere than 2C yesrs, [ nave nctnad Te

LR wi R
SETCrTinity o oaCrO Nt ner untl Jecember of ZC0CE. z’; Jid nave e sooorunity ©
WCMC NIt ner Driefly I 1887 and 13CR.) At 3l dmes, she {oncuctEs nersaf very
srofessicnaily, courtecusy, and was siwavs wel-craparac. Sre fas nc tesiadon moask

guesticns if she is unciesr sCout scmething or Lis new I her.

[ find Judge Nickersen o te fair tc all litigants that come cefora ner. Sne makes an
affert to zccomimedate all sardes sefre ner, éf 3t «1! sossible, “owever, she dees set
fimits ¢n srotraced maters uGTCT‘E ==a court. [ And ner o e Tair, esceciallv in criminal
miatars, withoue disgarty.

ucce Nickerson manaces ner court with dignity, kncwiecge, and with a mind Dhat
intailigently and 2zsilv Tecks legal arguments, WRICT engbies ner o precass Tie
acoiicabie law and apoly it effectivety and accurately.

Fraily, [ feel that this auzck on ner cersonal dfe, wnich s not an attack an ner ity
fo AUl mer duties anc ~=sponsitiiities 3s 3 sestac judge, is antraly sciiticstly
motvatec.

Sinczrely,

J M—wy

Dcrcthy M. ng v
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Erom; " David —t*s:er ay

To: Cotllette, Hon William
Data: 282 405 S28.24 AM
Subject: Judge Nettles-Nickarson Voice Mall Message

recatved a voice mail message at 3 40 o m. vesterday from Judge Nettles-Nickarsen 2
concerns about the change in Court Reporter. Jucge NN s merned about :k,e Jeci nade by vau
yesterday and Union issues ragarding Codie and Terasa. :;h nas requesied a meating :mmec}éataiy this
merning with you, myself, her and several others.

antared INte a mee fing at 3:00 a.m. this morning with the SCADC auditor, Kay and Taresa, and this g the
first o

pporunity | have had tc put J‘HS raguest in wriling.

| ust :alked to Angeia Mergan anc iet her know yerbally what had happened and toid her that you had said
there would be no mseling.

CC: hughesj@courts.mi.gov: Netties-Nickerscn, Hon. Bevertey
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lﬂon “Boverloy Nemas Rickerson - COURT REPORTER POSITION

Frowmi: Teresa Abraham

To: Nettles-Nickarson, Hon. Baverley
Date: 12/20/2005 11:38:05 AM
Subject: COURT REPORTER POSITION

Judge Nettles-Nickerson:

Although | wholeheartedly appraciate your offer and acceptance of having me as your fuil-time court
reportar, it has been made very clear to me that { am unable to transfer inte your courtroom from a
part-time position. Mowever, | appreciate your kind consideration.

-Teresa-

ce: Collette, Hon. William; Draganchuk, Hen. Joyce
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] Hon. Beverley Nettles-Nickerson - Fe: CCURT REPORTER PUSITION Page 1 i
From: Hon. Beverley Netties-Nickerson
To: Abraham, Teresa
Oate: 12/20/2005 12:53:08 PM
Subject: Fe: COURT REPORTER POSITION

Thank you for accepting the offer that was sent to "ALL" COURT REPCRTERS and notice given to ALL
Judges, including your Judge. Judge Draganchuk was extremely gracious and supportive. We
understood your desire 1o work fuli-time and worked out an agresable transfar date untll ihls became

prablematic through no part of ours.

At rio time, was the transfer request limited, timely revoked or amendad. | assume the status quo
remains. That is, Dotie with Judge Lawless and Jean Ann in my Court untll these issuss are rasolved.
| have sent a copy to Judge Lawiess, J. Hughes and Jean Ann.

Agein, Theresa | Thank you and your Judge for your professionallsm and wish you the best and a happy
holiday. Judge BNN

>»> Teresa Abraham {2/20/05 11.39 AM »>»

Judge Nettlss-Nickersen:

Although | wholeheartedly appreciate your offer and acceptance of having me as your full-time count
reponter, it has been made very clear to me that | am unabie to transfer into your courtroom from a
part-time position. Mowever, | appreciate your kind consideraiion.

-Teresa-

CC: Coileite, Hon. William; Draganchuk, Hon. Joyce
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From: Feon. Beverley Nettles-Nickarson
To: Bars, Honoraole Laura; Collette, Hon William, ;,"'ﬁam =on, Jovoe, Zasisroay
David Economy, Hon George; Garcia, Hon, Sichard, aiddings, Bon. Jam Hughes, James;
Lawle sile; Mandearfieid, Hen. Pauia J.
/2008 30415 BM

trol of Court recorters Time
ol EASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS ISSUE REGARDING THE CONTROLLING POLICY WITH
RESPEDT TO THE COURT REPORTZRE "’”IME HAS NOT BEEN RESOLVED | RESPECTFULLY
ABKEDT T { DISCUSS THIS ISSUE WITH YOUR INSIGHT m\@
G

-
O
Oy
(6
o
il
i

UAMIE MAS BROUGHT DOWN MOVING B0OXES FOR JEAN ANN. ¢ AM NCT ALLOWING ANYONE N
MY :’"‘-’“UF3= REPORTER'S COFFIiCE ‘JV”“MCJ” ENFL, F ' :wm. ACTICON IS THE ONLY AVENUE, 50

p}E IT. THE [SSUES INVOLVED MORE TH D MY REPCRETER. | WILL ALSC 3EZK

GJIEANC— ?r* i PASTOR JONES, T 1‘/ WN[ E ,

HEAD OF THE BLACK PASTCOR'S CONFIRENCE FOR DIRECTION/SUPPORT.

THANKING YOU IN ADVANCE. FURTHER, | WAS SCHEDULE FOR VACATION

ce: Ahraham, Teresa; Cungev, Dodie; Hailey, Marold: Hamlin, Jean Ann

W
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| Hon. Beverley Nettles-Nickersan - Fallow-up Page 1
From: Hon. Beveriey Nattles-Nickerson
To: judges
Date: 12/20/2005 3:14:21 PM
Subject: Foliow-up

| FAILED TO INCLUDE THAT THE ASSQCIATION OF BLACK JUDGES {JUDGE HAYES-SIPES)
INPUT/SUPPORT WILL BE REQUESTED, IF NECESSARY. | PREFER TO DEAL WITH THIS
INTERNALLY BUT EACH JUDGE SHOULD HAVE CONTROL OVER THEIR DOCKET AND TRIAL
SCHEDULE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SCAQ AND OUR POLICY AND PROCEDURE, 03.03.01,
EFFECTIVE 10-2000, { #2).



ATTACHMENT 22



A GIODINCE/NICKERSON FAL e ni7 d8iRnH Dol

{ Hon. Baverley Neftles-Nickerson - Re: ingham County Bench. en banc Page 1 1
From: Dodia Dungey
To: Baird, Honorable Laura; Coilstte, Hon. William; Draganchuk, Mon. Joyce; Economy,

Hon. George: Garcia, Hon. Richard; Giddings, Hon. James; Lawiess, Hon. Janelle, Manderfieid, Hon.
Pagla J. M. ; Netfles-Nickerson, Hon. Beverley

Date: 12/21/2008 10:01:00 AM

Subject: He: Ingham Caounty Bench. en banc

Correction: | do not teel that | should be compeiled to be placed in an unpleasant and/or uneasy
situation.

| apologlze for the omission.

e Bishop, Don, Easterday, David; Hailey, Maroid
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}Hon. James Giddings - Ra: Ingham County Bench. en banc Pag

e 1t
From: Hon. Beverley Nettles-Nickerson
To: Baird, Honorable Laura; Collette, Hon. William,; Draganchuk, Hon. Joyce, Dungey,

Dedie; Economy, Hon, Gecrge; Garcia, Hon. Richard, Giddings, Hen. James, Lawless, Hon. Janelle
Manderfield, Mon. Paula J. M.

Date: 1221705 11:43:43 AM

Subject: Re: Ingham County Bench. en banc

AGREE TOTALLY WITH DODIE. THIS SITUATION WAS NOT THE CAUSE OR MADE
PROBLEMATIC BY DODIE, THERESA OR MYSELF. | HAVE REQUESTED A MEETING WITH THE
CHIEF JUDGE AND MY BENCH TO UNDERSTAND WHO CONTROLS COURT REPORTERS TIME.
TO DATE, AT MEETING HAS NOT BEEN ARRANGE AND | AM WITHOUT A COURT REPQRTER, |
HAYVE SOME COUNTY INMATES | WOULD LIKE TO WRIT OVER Thursday TO HANDLE SOME
EARLY QUT REQUEST.

>»> Dodie Dungey 12/21/05 10.00 AM »>>>
Cogection: | do not feel that | should be compelled o be piaced in an unpleasaat andfor uneasy
situation.

| apologize for the omission.

ce: Bishop, Don; Easterday, David; Hailey, Harold
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au Metdes-Nigkerson - B 20U

From: Hen. Baveriey Natilas-Nickerson

To! Sokette, Hon, William

Date: 12/21E005 21054 PM

Subject: Ha: cour reporting

Helic Judge Coligtte,  nave previously rad guested a masting, mora than once, with you ana ali the

jdges o Dring ciosure 1o e issue of who controls the Courn ren r*ars TIME, while thev ars
aJudge. NCT THE ASSIGNMENT ’*F CDOURT REPCRTORE. TO DATE, YOU HAVE NCT

=2 O:"ﬁﬂ";g ior

RESPONDED. | again REZPECTFULLY, ”%““‘UES" A MEETING ‘:“-3 ADDCRES S THIS ISSUE THAT

EFFECTS THE ENTIRE BENCH. My JA called to abtain the number of your prior co
you brought with you from District court, Tracy, the one that ;Ja i 10 have the court se
instaad of using a court reponter at your request anc aporovai, i The Chiet Jud at
your judgment anc request regarding who you had to work wnh on z Dallev b

up for

urt RECORDER that

recording

&t
that time deferrec 1

Tracy has reiocated and is a personal frienc of Angie's and myself. She asudiv :;er*cis oliday card
avery year. | do not see how this is within the Chief Judge Duties. However, | nave repli ed and nrovided

ycu with the reason why she asked for s"ac"" numper.
| am sure you are awars Jean Ann remaoved her fferns from my cffice and | spoke with her via

asked har 1o not remove any items until the issua of Docke? Hime was resclved, she hung the phone Up
me and dlaced ner cails into vonce mail, WAS THIS CONDUCT AT YOUR DIRECTION OR APPRCOVALY

Dotie has refusec io be piaced, at your directive, in this uncomfortable situation that vou create
concur with Dotie and Theresa,

Thank vou for your cocperaficn. Bev

shone and
on

g
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Circuit Court of the State of Michigar

WILLIAM E COLLETTE

JOYCE DI LAGANC”I;'(

JAMES R GIDDINGS

PalLA I M. MANDERFIELD
BEVERLY NETTLES-NICKERSON
Cireultl Judges - General Trial Divigion

/

{
{
|

30th Judicial Circuit
3W. KALAMAZOO STREES
LA\IwaL MICHIGAN 48G23

Vi 3
524

TELEPHONE: (517 4836
FAX {517y 4836334

Jamuary 3, 2008
DERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
, Chief Judge

?hls is ascllow up 5 conversations we have had regarding the
attached wemo and e-m thar was sent “o Judge Nettles-Nickerson
on wqﬁmber 1, 20C5.

veur memo raises a concern for me because it refersnces
procedures which apply pregumably ©o a.l courts, including mine
Obviously, any standard procedure which applies to any one Jjudge
must apply with equal IZorce LO 211 “udge As vou oorrectly note,
the union contract clearly provides Ifor a one hour lunch break
hetwean the hours of 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m

As vou know, for over Z0 years my qury and non-jury trial
schedule has run from 8:30 a.m. to, and some Limes beyond, 1:30
p.m., & schedule which iz not unigue in the past, others
inciuding former Chief Judge Peter Houk followed a similar
schedule.

It has been my positicn that this union contract may not
centrol the hours during which judges coperate sheir respectlve

courts. On trial days T do not allow tChe court reportar/recorder
any lunch break between the hours of 11:30 and 1:320 p.m. Nor have
any of my court reporiersg/recorders taken the il that they



I have never formally agreed on any ‘arrangement” with my
court reporter/recorder to insure his or her presence in court
during the period of time that court was 1n session When I
interview a new court reporter/recorder, I make clear what my
schedule 1is I assume that 1f they take the job they are willing
to adhere to my trial schedule Is that an “arrangemsnt”?
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proceedings, has lscussed cudg
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z regult, former Chief Judge Peter Houk circulaled a menorandum, 2
, l : =

copy of which is alsc atiached

Note that paragraph 2 specifically provides that the hours of
re tanls 4 bv the sudge £o whom

court reporters/reccrders “a

-
they are agsigned and may vary
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£:00 p.m. schedule.” (Emphasis adde 18] our
Judges have followed Ior years.

Paragraph 3 states that ‘“court reporters/recorders ars
responsible for attending court sessions. . . .7 Note ag well the
measure of scheduls freedom enjoved by court reporters/recorders,

hich 1is not available to any other emplo F e le,
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f the same policy allows court repo:
cranscripts during court business hours 1If the
to be in court. Okbviously, if they axre no
record,” they can take lunch or other breaks as it suits them.
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Since I do not now have and never have had any ‘“arrangement”
with my court raporter/recorder regarding work breaks, your memo
railges two guestions:

i
.
(&

-

0 p.m., under scme obligation, at leas
to give court recorders/reporters a one hour .
¥ between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m

1) Are jud

bl

eg who work a non-traditional schedul
N ,

they are entitlied €
worked on a differ
obiection? wre ju

expected to give wa)

reporter?
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SUTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL

POLICY/PROCED URE

|

| SECTION 3 Staff Responsibilities  TITLE OF POLICY: Court Reporers/Recarders
}J NUMBER: 030301

| DATE APPROVED: Qctober 1. 2000 EFFECTIVE DATE: Ocrober [, 2000

PURPOSE: The purpose of this policy is to establish the work rules for Court
Reporters/Recorders in the 30tk Circuit Court,

Court Reporters/Recorders are administrasive employees of the court. They are assigned o
Judges in the General Trial and Family Divisions of the Court.

2.

Court Reporters/Recorders are expected to work 40 hours per wesk. Those hours are
established by the judge to whom they are assigned and mey vary from the traditional 800
2.1 10 5:00 p.m. schedule. Court Reporters/Recorders may be expected to work more than
40 hours per week In accordance with he collecting bargaining agreement, they can sarn
compensatory time for hours that excsed 40 hours ir any given wesk,

.i\.J

Court Reporters/Recorders are responsible for attending court sessions and taking a verbatim
record of all proceedings identified in MCR 8.108(3)(1),

(%)

4 All court reporters and recorders on staffin the 30¢h Judicial Circuit Court shall be certified
by the Michigan Court Reporting and Recording Board of Review as either Certified
Stenographic Reporters (CSR) or Certified Electronic ecorders (CER). Renewal fees for

certification are the responsibility of the individual court Teporter or recorder.

Court Reporters/Recorders may be required to substitute for other Court
Reporters/Recorders at the direction of the Court Administrator, in consuliation with the
Judge to whom they are assigned.

Lh

5. Court Reporters/Recorders shall srepare a monthly pending transeript report for submission
to the court administrator. This report shall include the case caption, case number, date
ordered, date reporter's certificate was filed, due date, estimated length of transcript,
estimated completion date, and show cause date (if applicabie).

7. Court Reporters/Recorders may prepare transcripts during court busimess hours if they are
not required to be i court,
)

/

APPRUVED:
e / P M

" ! / 1
, Y s

Peter D Houk, Chief Judge

ol
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